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Issues and current situation in hospice care from nurses’
point of view in Okinawa.

Rika Kinjo,R.N.,M.H.S.? Naomi Maehara,R.N.,M.H.S.”» Akemi Owan R.N.,M.H.S.?
Chieko Yoshikawa R.N.,L.L.B.” Sachiko Ito R.N.,B.S.N.?

Purpose: The purpose of this study is to clarify issues and current situation in hospice care at home
nursing and palliative care wards.

Research design: the study was conducted using questionnaire among general hospitals, home nursing
stations, and palliative care wards.

Findings:

1.General hospital and Home nursing stations don't have standards care for patient in terminal stage of
life.

2. It is low rate that doctors inform patient about his diagnosis and expected times patient might have.

3. Nurses have such positive thinking as doctors will tell patient the truth when they want to.

4. Nurses think that they give enough information to help family member’s decision making ; however,
they think that they do not provide adequate information for patient decision making. We will help
patient make his decision, also help the family agree to his decision.

5.Most of nurses have difficulty in caring for patient and family in terminal stage of life.

6.Issues in general hospitals from this study findings are 1)necessary of establishing standards care for
patient in terminal stage of life 2)better treatment in hospital 3)knowledge and advanced skills of pal-
liative care 4)foster specialists care 5)better care in the team.

7. Issues in home nursing stations in hospice care are 1)liaison system after office hour, doctors visiting
system 2)patient’s pain and system management 3)supporting for family decision making 4)providing
adequate information for patient and family member’s decision making.

Key wards: terminal care, home nursing stations in hospice care, telling the truth,making a decision by himself, providing

adequate information, issues
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